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Weathering the Storm 

The Quarterly Bulletin ð Team work makes the dream work! 

Welcome to the second edition of the Devon Economic 
Bulletin; our quarterly publication that includes a look at both 
local and regional economic trends as well as highlighting local 
projects and initiatives of interest.  This edition provides 
highlights progress of the Devon Economic Strategy focusing 

on Priority A ς Achieving sustained investment in business 

infrastructure and communications and Priority E ς Business 
start up & growth, promoting enterprise, improving 
productivity through promotion of innovation and 
development of the knowledge economy. 

Its official, the confirmation 
that the UK is in recession was 
announced 23rd January 2009. 
The Office for National 
Statistics showed gross 
domestic product fell 1.5 per 
cent in the final quarter of 
2008, the worst performance 
since 1980. 
 
Devon County Council have 
organised a conference to 
discuss how we can work 
together to ride out the 
recession and build for the 
future. The conference will 
include  a  panel  drawn  from all  
 

sectors of Devon life, 
commenting on sustaining 
communities through the 
recession, and help develop a 
recovery plan for the whole of 
the county.  Details and agenda 
can be found at Devon County 
Council Weathering the Storm 
business page. 
 
To help lift us out of the 
economic doom and gloom, this 
issue highlights the projects in 
Devon that are helping give our 
economy a boost.  A look on 
the positive side of things... 
 
 

http://www.devoneconomy.co.uk/images/stories/reports/123175%20Devon%20Economic%20Strategy.pdf
http://www.devon.gov.uk/index/business/weatheringthestorm.htm
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Priority A - Achieving Sustained Investment in Business 

Infrastructure and Communications 
Priority A of the Devon Economic Strategy focuses on identifying growth points within the 
strategic corridor of Exeter, Torbay Plymouth and the Barnstaple-Bideford axis. The related 
actions include Implementation of an Employment Space Strategy, ensuring adequate supply 
of employment sites, development of business incubators, investment in ICT and 
infrastructure and improvement to transport networks and local accessibility. 

Priority A 
 

Current Sate of Play for  

Priority A 
Strategic 

Actions 
Performance Indicators 

Growth 
Points 

Skypark 

A revised Sustainability Strategy & updated Transport Assessment has been 
submitted to East Devon DC. Progress has been made on the Section 106 
agreement, which should enable planning consent to be issued Spring 2009.  The 
County Council is in advanced stages of procuring a Joint Venture partner to 
take forward the development with a view to works commencing on site in 2010. 

Science 
Park 

The planning applications for the complete Science Park and the Phase 1 
infrastructure are under preparation. Public consultation on the proposals is to 
be held in February/ March 2009.  Progress is also being made on formation of 
the company which will run the Science Park; the partners being University of 
Exeter, the Met Office, DCC, Exeter CC, East Devon DC and the South West RDA 

Employment 
Space 
Strategy  

Implementation of Devon 
Employment Space Strategy 

The Devon Employment Space Strategy is being signed off 
this month and work is underway to develop implementation 
plans for priority employment sites. 
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East of Exeter 
Developments 

Clyst 
Honiton 
Bypass 

Construction delayed as it was to be delivered by the 
Cranbrook new community developers, and hence is subject 
to the difficulties caused by the credit crisis. Discussions are 
ongoing between the developers, local authorities and 
Regional Development Agency to explore ways of bringing the 
scheme forward.  

Cranbrook 
Railway 
Station 

Design work is continuing, with the County Council recently 
commissioning Network Rail to take the scheme to the next 
stage of development. However, implementation now looks 
more likely to be Spring 2010. 

M25 J29 - 
30 

The major scheme bid was submitted to Government in 
Summer 2008, and since then there has been regular dialogue 
with Department for Transport (DfT). We are hoping to 
achieve programme entry later in the Spring, and are still on 
track to start construction in 2010/11  

Exeter to Waterloo Railway 
Network Rail have commenced advance works, and are still on 
programme to complete the scheme by December 2009 

Local 
Accessibility 

Progress of projects across 
Devon - Improving local 
accessibility 

See p.4 for highlights of  key outcomes  from the strategic 
planning viewpoint (see p.4) 

ICT 
No / % of ICT business 
adoption 

 

70% of SMEs in Devon have or use computers or ICT.   
The benchmarking study completed in 2008, determining 
levels of ICT adoption and usage amongst SMEs.  It is hoped 
that a planned review of progress will be carried out at the 
end of the LAA period (2011).  (p.4) 

http://www.southwestrda.org.uk/what-we-do/regional-ict/downloads/document.asp?documentid=2006&
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Spotlight on:  Other Infrastructure Developments 

Exeter Principal Urban  Area Transport Improvements Public consultation held Autumn 
2008 and scheme approved by Devon County Council Executive in Winter 2008. Major 
Scheme Bid now planned for submission during 2009. 

Exeter High Quality Public Transport Modelling and design work progressed during 2008. 
Consultation and Major Scheme Bid preparation planned for 2009. 

 

West Devon Duchy Square centre for creativity the new build project in Princetown now 
includes 16 workspace units for high quality arts and crafts enterprises.  The aim of the 
project is to regenerate the area by supporting local businesses across key priority sectors, 
including creative industries, farming, food and tourism. The art gallery will attract high 
quality original art work and will also provide a tourist attraction giving local creative 

practitioners an outlet to promote and sell their work, helping to boost the local economy.  
The handover of the building to Integria happened on the 22nd January 2009.  The tenants 
of the workshop space will be moving in shortly and exhibitions are already being planned 
and implemented.   

 
Northern Peninsula Strategic Investment The 'Northern Peninsula' is one of the RDA's 
priority areas, including Torridge and North Devon.  A Strategic Investment Framework has 
been agreed with the RDA, the two District Councils, County Council and Ilfracombe and 
Bideford Town Councils which identifies projects for which resources have been 
provided. To help move forward the main physical regeneration schemes, such as 
refurbishment of Ilfracombe harbour and several sites in Bideford, a team of three 
professionals, the Joint Delivery Team, is being created for 3 years, employed by North 
Devon+. Recruitment will be complete by the end of February. 

 

Opportunity Okehampton ²Ŝǎǘ 5ŜǾƻƴΩǎ recent 16-unit 
Okehampton Business Centre, won a number of prestigious 
prizes last year for its sustainable design. Including: 

 
 "Best Sustainability Project" at the LABC National Built-

in Quality Awards  
 Rated as "Excellent" by the CEEQUAL scheme  
 Rated as "Excellent" by the BREEAM scheme  
 Shortlisted for the "Best Small Renewable Energy 

Scheme" prize at REGEN South-West's South West 
Green Energy Awards  
 

The centre is the first development on the 26-acre Opportunity Okehampton site alongside 
Exeter Road. Funding for the whole scheme has come from a £3.25 million investment by 
SWRDA, £2.48 million from the Objective Two European Regional Development Fund and 
£650,000 from West Devon Borough Council. 
 
 

 

http://www.duchysquare.org/
http://integria.org.uk/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1
http://www.northdevonplus.com/
http://www.northdevonplus.com/
http://www.northdevonplus.com/
http://www.westdevon.gov.uk/doc.asp?doc=15803&cat=983
http://www.southwestrda.org.uk/
http://www.westdevon.gov.uk/
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South Devon Link Road Further transport modelling work has been conducted at the 
request of DfT, and programme entry awaits their consideration of this work. Compulsory 
Purchase Orders and Side Road Orders published in Autumn 2008, leading to Public Inquiry 
in June 2009. Still on track to start in 2010. 
 

East of Plymouth Strategic Transportation Infrastructure Public consultation held in 
Summer 2008. Modelling work and assessment of options ongoing. Still planning Major 
Scheme Bid submission in 2009. 
 

Spotlight on:  Local Accessibility 
 
A highly successful Bideford Taxi Voucher 
Pilot Scheme that provides demand-
responsive transport services to targeted 
groups in the Bideford and Northam Area, 
to such an extent that the Bideford Bridge 
Trust is contributing financially to the 
extension of the scheme. This is a 
fantastic example of the public sector 
taking the lead in addressing the needs of 
the most deprived communities in Devon, 
showing the benefits such intervention 
can have to the extent that local 
community partners work collectively to 
ensure its longevity and expand the 
scheme.  
 
Establishing 'improved access to services' 
as a cross-cutting theme within Devon 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ corporate work on long-
term infrastructure planning to inform 
Local Development Frameworks, Regional 
Funding Bids and the Regional Spatial 
Strategy - putting accessibility planning at 
the core of policy and decision-making.  
 
Integrating Devon's accessibility planning 
work into the emerging Torridge and 
North Devon LDF Core Strategy to ensure 
access issues are addressed in a 

proactive, plan-led manner in the future 
and stakeholder working groups are 
established. 
 
Partnership working with Torridge District 
Council and North Devon Council 
continue to identify the best approach to 
consultation on a Northern Devon 
Accessibility Action Plan. 
 
The inaugural Northern Devon 
Accessibility Working Group has been 
established with representatives of 
District Councils, Lynton and Lynmouth 
and Exmoor Vision and North Devon 
Neighbourhood Management Pathfinder. 
This forms part of the preparatory work 
for the accessibility action plan process. 
 
Study work is being undertaken in 
partnership with North Devon Community 
Transport Association to understand in 
greater depth local residents views on 
access to services (key barriers, 
opportunities and solutions) within 
specific communities in North Devon 
(most notably the 'priority community' of 
Ilfracombe). 

 

Spotlight on:  ICT and Related Projects 

 
Update on ICT strategy:  As part of driving the county towards being a knowledge based 
economy the Devon Economic Partnership wishes to position Devon as a leading example of 
adoption and exploitation of ICT.  The Devon ICT Strategy is being signed off and published 
this month. Four strategic priorities have been identified; Connectivity; Capability; Content 
and Leadership. Specific actions under each of these aims are being developed in 
partnership with public and private sector stakeholders. 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/index/transport/devon_local_transport_plan/dltp.htm
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ICT and related projects  
Food and Drink:   ! ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛǾŜ ΨŀƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
June and November 2008 for Devon based food and drink producing businesses. Here, 
information on business aims and training needs were collected as the basis for future 
support projects for the sector.  
 
Presentations and videos covering e-marketing, specialist software and business support 
options were given and question and answer sessions were held with a range of leading 
Devon food businesses, explaining the benefits and processes associated with different ICT 
investments. 
 

Connecting South West:  The connecting SW partnership brings together local authorities 
working together to share ideas and best practice to encourage deployment, adoption and 
exploitation of ICTs in their respective areas. Developed by the RDA the partnership is now 
self-sustaining reflecting the priority of ICTs in economic environmental and social inclusion 
agendas. 

 

Spotlight on:  Weather world ð ôMaking Devon Fun... Whatever the Weather!õ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Weatherworld project has been in preparation for nearly 4 years.  The 
concept involves the development of a major new centre which embraces 
four major activities being: 
 

 The study of weather and climate change and the 
presentation of this to the general public 

 The conduct of research into the implications of these issues 

 The establishment of a training and education facility for the 
sub region 

 The development of business clusters in the alternative 
energy sector 

 
The proposal would comprise an anticipated total development in the region 
of £50 million.  This would require a significant landmark site with extensive 
facilities to include full public access and the ability to increase the project 
scope progressively.  A location which is strategic to the region would be 
required being close to major road, rail and air connections. 
 
The project hopes to capitalise upon the world class expertise within Devon 
including The Met Office, Plymouth Marine Laboratories and Schumacher 
College. 
 
In a recent breakthrough a funding partner has been identified who would 
invest in the capital programme of which funding agreement is being 
finalised.  This process will allow final site selection to be made from a short 
list of suitable alternatives within the Exeter area. 
 
άƳŀƪƛƴƎ 5ŜǾƻƴ ŦǳƴΦΦΦ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΗέ 
 

 

http://www.southwestrda.org.uk/
http://www.weatherworld.co.uk/
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Priority E ð Encouraging Business start-up & growth, Promoting 

Enterprise and Improving Productivity through Promotion of Innovation & 

Development of the Knowledge Economy 
 
Priority E of the Devon Economic Strategy aims to encourage an integrated network of 
business support services to promote results driven, sector specific and business specific 
developments.  Encouragement of local purchasing and tendering activities will strengthen 
local supply chains. In providing a greater range of business finance and boosting activity in 
international trade, will help us in our aim to develop Devon as a county of innovation and 
boost the knowledge economy. 
 
 
 

Spotlight on:  Business Support Simplification Agenda 
 
The Business Support Simplification Programme (BSSP) - Ψ{ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ς funded by 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩ, launched last October, works hand-in-hand with the Business Link brand, the 
ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ support, the latter as the main route to 
access this support.  

 
It aims to make it easier for companies and 
entrepreneurs to understand and access 
government funded services and advice with which 
to start and grow their businesses to find the right 
products to help them with common business 
issues including finance, export, skills, innovation 
and the environment.  
 

The overarching objective of the programme is to have easy-to-access Government support 
for business which is: 
1. Targeted - where it will have greatest impact; 
2. Efficient - delivered to get best value for money; 
3. Fit for purpose - meets national, regional and local challenges in a changing global 

economy. 
 
Part of the simplification programme is for Business Link to become the primary access 
route for individuals and businesses seeking support. 
 
The new support system being put in place is also based on: 
 

 A range of targeted support products and services, used consistently across local, 
regional and national government.  

 30 products will be in place by March 2009, down from 3,000, drawing on the best of 
existing and new schemes. 

 Ψ{ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ς ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩ ōŀŘƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ easy 
identification and quality. 

This system will give businesses a quick, easy, direct route to effective products. The 
products will be tightly managed, monitored and evaluated to ensure they continue to meet 

http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/home?domain=www.businesslink.gov.uk&target=http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/
http://www.berr.gov.uk/whatwedo/enterprise/simplifyingbusinesssupport/page44805.html
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business needs and are effective. And, the portfolio will be kept flexible and responsive to 
business need with new products added, or taken away, accordingly. 

In Devon, we are helping to ensure there is good communication between all the main 
bodies providing some form of business support so that resources are used most efficiently 
and that there is minimal confusion for businesses.  European Competitiveness funding will 
enhance the IDB (Information, Diagnostics and Brokering) available from Business Link and 
there will be other additional schemes, such as High Growth Coaching which might allow 
further development of Devon Business Mentors. 

 

Spotlight on:  Supporting Devonõs Food 
& Drink Businesses 
 
 

Getting more local food into public sector 

services in Devon. Devon County Council is  leading 
on a programme of 
work that includes a 
series of 3 workshops 
aimed at producers, 
suppliers and buyers, 
as well as influencing 

policy and practice within some of Devon's key public sector 
organisations. The current focus of our work is in our schools 
and care homes and a partnership project with North Devon Healthcare Trust working with 
the Barnstaple hospital and the community hospitals.  
  
 

Promoting Devon's food and drink to local people and 

visitors. We are supporting producers by helping to run 
high profile food events & festivals across the county to 
promote Devon's produce, including a month of events in 
October called the 'Devon Celebration of Food', Exeter 
Festival of Food and Drink and the Devon County Show. 
We also run a website called Foodie Devon 
www.foodiedevon.co.uk  which provides information on 
Devon's producers and contains a section for producers to 
find out about our projects and other sources of support for their business.  
 
  

Coordination of food and drink activities across the county. Devon County Council help 
to ensure that activities going on around the county are joined-up where appropriate and 
we support a range of activities to help ensure support is focussed where it is most needed. 
Our partners include area-based food groups and local and regional public sector 
organisations. 
  

file:\\www.foodiedevon.co.uk
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Coordinating the Devon Food and 

Farming Board. The Devon Rural Network 
coordinates this group to help give a voice 
to Devon's farmers, providing networking 
opportunities and developing priorities and 
actions such as a lobbying campaign and 
research activities. 
 

Click here to find out more on our projects http://www.visitdevon.co.uk/food/producers-
area.  For more information, take a look at Devon Talk ς a focus on the ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ food and 
farming.  
 
 
 

Spotlight on:  Marine Sector 

 

Number of local Devon / North Devon companies winning contracts under the 

Atlantic Array & wave hubs projects:  The contracting for the Atlantic Array is at least 3 to 
5 years away.  The site has been included as a potential Round 3 offshore wind 
development zone, but these sites are still in the process of being confirmed.  The UK 
Offshore Energy Strategic Environmental Assessment, published January 2009, stated that 
άǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƻǾŜǊǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ǿƛƴŘ 
ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜέΦ  The report is now subject to a 12 week public consultation 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǿƴ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ wƻǳƴŘ о ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ 
wind development zones.  ¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ рлл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŜǳǊƻΩǎ 
(£460m) to support offshore wind energy efforts over the next two years as part of a bigger 
European Economic Recovery Plan.   
 

Purchase wave hub (planned for 2010):  JP Kenny (part of international energy services 
company John Wood Group PLC) was appointed to 
manage the design, procurement and construction of 
the Wave Hub in November 2008.  Four wave device 
developers are working with the South West RDA on 
this project.  JP Kenny will spend the next few 
months working on the concept designs for Wave 
Hub, progressing to detailed designs by May of next 
year. Wave Hub is expected to be installed and 
operational by 2010.  An independent economic 
impact assessment, commissioned by the RDA, has 
shown that Wave Hub could create 1,800 jobs and £560 million in the UK economy over 25 
years. Almost 1,000 of these jobs and £332 million could be generated in South West 
England. 
 

Completion of feasibility study for alternatives to Barrage and other tidal schemes:  
¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ feasibility study for the Severn tidal resource is underway.  The study is 
gathering and assessing up-to-date evidence to enable Government to decide whether or 
not to support tidal power development in the Severn Estuary. Ten potential development 
options have been considered so far (including barrages, lagoons, a tidal reef and tidal 
fence). 

http://www.visitdevon.co.uk/food/producers-area
http://www.visitdevon.co.uk/food/producers-area
http://www.devon.gov.uk/devontalk-food-farming.pdf
http://www.devon.gov.uk/devontalk-food-farming.pdf
http://www.devon.gov.uk/devontalk-food-farming.pdf
http://www.regensw.co.uk/
http://www.offshore-sea.org.uk/site/index.php
http://www.wavehub.co.uk/
http://www.southwestrda.org.uk/what-we-do/business-growth/inward-investment/news/viewNews.asp?id=2801
http://www.southwestrda.org.uk/news/release.asp?ReleaseID=2883
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Spotlight on:  Renewable Energy 4 

Devon (RE4D) Funding 
 New capital grants are available for businesses and 
communities from RE4D thanks to economic 
development investment funding from Devon County 
Council. These are for up to 50% for community 
projects and up to 25% for small businesses and 
cover small scale renewable technologies including 
woodfuel heating, ground/air source heat pumps, 
wind turbines, solar hot water, solar photovoltaic and 
hydro systems. For more information and 
downloadable copies of the application forms and 
guidance visit www.re4d.org or call 01752 235158. 
 
 

 

Spotlight on:  International Collaboration 
 

Ageless at Work:  This is a bid to the European Social Fund's 
Innovation, Transnational and Mainstreaming theme to support 
networking and exchange of best practice between a number of 
training providers in the South West and partners in Sweden, 
Finland and Poland. The bid consists of two parallel projects looking 
at innovative work-related training for an ageing population and 
care for 50+ clients. Training providers and colleges across Devon 
are involved in the project as well as the Devon Care Training 
Consortium. The outcome of the bid will be known at the end of 
March 2009. 
  

CAMIS (Channel Arc Manche Integrated Strategy):  Devon County 
Council is a partner in this proposal, led by Haute Normandie in 
France, to develop marine spatial planning. The aim is to increase 
and strengthen cross-channel co-operation by addressing common 
strategic issues. The bid will be submitted to the 'Manche' Co-
operation programme in March. 

 

Atlant-KIS The overall goal of Atlant-KIS is to promote co-operation 
in the development of knowledge intensive services for SMEs. This 
includes ICT, R&D, market research etc.  The project has been 
approved for funding through the 'Atlantic Area' Co-operation 
programme and will be operating in Devon and Cornwall as well as 
Navarra and Galicia in Spain, Brittany in France, parts of Portugal 
and several areas of Ireland. The local lead organisation is Devon 
and Cornwall Business Council. 
 

Sustainable Management of Protected Landscapes:  An 
application is currently being prepared for submission in March 

http://www.re4d.org/
http://www.dcbc.co.uk/
http://www.dcbc.co.uk/
http://www.dcbc.co.uk/
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2009 to the 'Manche' Co-operation programme. Led by Devon County 
Council, this will create a network of AONBs and protected areas to 
look at strategic planning issues and implications of climate change. 
The partners include national parks and AONBs in Devon and 
Cornwall and partner organisations in Brittany and Normandy.  For 
more information check out. http://www.fundingnews.co.uk  

 

 
 
 

Spotlight on:  Rural Innovation Project 
 

Low profitability, productivity and wage rates had been found by 
much research to be major issues for rural SMEs.  Devon 
Renaissance commissioned the Rural Innovation Project to help 
address these issues by identifying the barriers and drivers of innovation for rural SMEs in 
North Devon, Torridge and West Devon. 
 

Businesses were identified that were 
likely to be motivated to take-up 
innovated changes.   
 
13 workshops were held across the 3 
areas which identified business suitable 
ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǳǎŜ ΨbŜǿ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 
SolutionsΩ or to form Ψcollaboration with 
the HE sectorΩ. The target outputs were: 
 

 100 businesses assisted to 
improve their performance  

 20 Businesses engaged in new 
collaborations with the UK 
knowledge based sectors 

 20 businesses were provided 
with new technology solutions 

 
 
The project was successful and was able to build good 
networks / communications.  The workshops gave 
confidence credibility and concrete examples of what can 
be achieved. For more information see West Devon 
Business Information Point and North Devon Plus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fundingnews.co.uk/
http://www.ruraldevon.org/
http://www.ruraldevon.org/
http://www.ruraldevon.org/
http://www.bipwestdevon.biz/
http://www.bipwestdevon.biz/
http://www.northdevonplus.com/
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Next Steps ð òThe year of SPAR.net!ó 
 
Hopefully, most of the Devon Economic Strategy (DES) delivery partners will know now 
what SPAR.net is all about and how the system will be an integral part of monitoring the 
Devon Economic Strategy and related LAA outcomes.  It will provide information on projects 
and performance related data linked to each priority area of the strategy to be used by 
those within Devon County Council and outside agencies.   This system enables the Council 
to report on all significant performance issues covering performance indicators, risk 
registers and project management and uses this information to track progress against plans 
and make management decisions.    
 
{t!wΦƴŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ΨƭƛǾŜΩ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΦ  !ƭƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
for DES projects into the system before the end of March.  Those of you, who are the 
responsible project officers, please make a concerted effort to update your projects.  It will 
be a beneficial tool for all once it has been established. Please refer to your guidance notes.  

 

The next bulletin in April will focus on: 
 

Priority B ð  

Tackling Worklessness and Economic Exclusion and Disadvantage  

 
 Affordable Housing  
 Financial Exclusion    
 Local employment partnership working   

 

Priority F ð  

Developing Devon's Identity as England's "Greenest County" 

 
 Devon Brand and those businesses supporting the recruitment campaign 
 East Devon Coast World Heritage Gateway Visitor Centres at Seaton &Exmouth   
 Green tourism accreditation schemes  
 Land-based industries  
 Update of the opportunities presented by the 2012 Olympics 

If you would like to comment on the Bulletin we would like to hear your views and are 
happy to consider including any relevant news item or articles that you may wish to 
contribute to the next issue of this bulletin.  In addition, we are happy to feature any 
relevant news stories or reports on the Devon Economy website. Please contact 
kate.grimes@stepaheadresearch.co.uk 
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