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31 March 2010

Dear colleague
CALL FOR PROPOSALS: EUROPEAN FUND FOR THE INTEGRATION OF THIRD- COUNTRY NATIONALS
We are pleased to announce that a call for proposals for the European Fund for the Integration of Third-Country Nationals is now open. The closing date for completed applications is 4pm on Friday 4th June 2010. 

The Fund is aimed at newly arrived, legal, third-country national migrants – that is, migrants who have arrived within the last five years, who are not asylum seekers, refugees, European Union or European Economic Area nationals, and who have not come to the UK in a short-term visa category such as students. 

Around £6.4m is available on a match-funding basis to support new projects commencing on or shortly after 1 July 2010. The minimum grant amount that can be applied for per year is £40,000 and projects can last for up to three years. Projects must aim to assist the target group in one or both of the following ways: 

· Preparing third-country nationals for their integration into the UK in a better way by supporting pre-travel measures which enable them to acquire knowledge and skills necessary for their integration, such as vocational training, information packages, comprehensive civic orientation courses and language tuition in the country of origin
· Setting up programmes and activities aimed at introducing newly arrived third-country nationals to the UK and enabling them to acquire basic knowledge about the UK’s language, history, institutions, socio-economic features, cultural life and the fundamental norms and values, complementing existing programmes and activities.
Eligible applicants include NGOs, charities, academic institutions, central and local government, intergovernmental organisations, limited companies and any partnership made up of these organisations.  

Further details are available on the UKBA website.
 The application pack is available via the Home Office Emptoris e-procurement site. To register, please contact EUFunding@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk quoting EIF 2009-5 in the subject box. 
Good luck with your applications!
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Johanne Lamirande

Head of Team
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