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 Dear Growth Point................MERRY CHRISTMAS 
 
What an exciting month we have had, with planning permissions being issued, management mergers and the first 
turf being cut.  Read on to find out about the Exeter Science Park determination, the Flybe Training Academy and 
Karime Hassan’s new position. 

 
Everyone is working really hard in the run up to Christmas to dot all the “I’s” and cross all the “T’s” on 
the funding agreements in a bid to give us all the Christmas present we really 
want:  and that is to see development on the ground in 2010. 
 

East Devon District Council have now been given permission to sign funding agreements on 
behalf of the Growth Point to speed up the process and enable the growth point to progress 
along the critical path to delivery next year.  
 
An agreement has also been reached which confirms the funding for the delivery team until 2011, so a merry 
Christmas will be had by all. 
 

 

 
THE FIRST TURF HAS BEEN CUT........ 
 
This week Flybe held a turf cutting ceremony to celebrate the beginning 
of ground work for the Flybe Training Academy.  This follows hot on the 
heels of East Devon District Council issuing the outline planning 
permission earlier this month.   
 

The £24 million building which is being built on a 12 hectare site which is 
expected to be complete by the latter half of 2010, will house 4 state of the 
art flight simulators and could create around 200 jobs.  
 
This is fantastic news for the Growth Point, which has aspirations to 
provide opportunities to increase the skills of the current work force and to 
create opportunities in Exeter and East Devon for skilled employment.  (To see Press Coverage contact Lesley for 
copies of full articles) 
 
EXETER SCIENCE PARK - DETERMINATION........... 

East Devon Development Control this month resolved to grant outline 
planning permission for Exeter Science Park.  This is another step towards 
work beginning on the 24 hectare site at Junction 29 of the M5.  

Exeter Science Park, which will provide services for knowledge intensive 
firms, will have strong links with the University of Exeter Innovation Centre, 
which itself provides start-up units for new knowledge intensive businesses.  

Now that outline planning permission for Exeter Science Park has been 
agreed by East Devon’s Development Control Committee, work to clear the 

site could begin next year, with the first buildings underway in 2011 
 
(To see copies of the press coverage including an interview with Sir William Wakeham from the WMN, contact Lesley  
01395 571744 ) 

NEWS LETTER 
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Important Dates: 
 
December                                 17th                         GP Steering Board Meeting               County Hall      
 
South West Exeter Area Action Plan                   Public Consultation 
January                                    14th                           Shillingford St George Village Hall   3pm – 7 pm 
January                                    16th                           Exminster Victory Hall                        10am– 2 pm 
Deadline for responses Friday 29th January 2009 – for further details see flyer below 
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PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY THE GROWTH POINT -  HIGH FLYERS IN EXETER AND EAST DEVON 
 

Looking beyond the recession to a brighter future, with opportunities to gain 
skills and skilled employment, was undoubtedly uppermost on the minds of East 
Devon District Council (EDDC) councillors last week as they made a resolution to 
grant outline planning permission for Exeter Science Park and also issued the 
outline planning permission for Flybe’s state-of-the-art Training Academy. 
 
Both of these developments are major components of the Exeter and East 

Devon Growth Point and together form part of a package for growth that will not only offer skilled job opportunities 
but also provide essential links between industry and education establishments in the South West. 
 
Cllr Ray Franklin, EDDC’s Portfolio Holder for Strategic Planning and Regeneration, explains why these projects are so 
important to the growth of Exeter and East Devon. “These developments are absolutely fundamental for skills 
development in the area. We have known for some time that there is a real need to address the skills gap and 
providing direct links between education and industry will undoubtedly help to improve the skills of the current work 
force. Both Exeter Science Park and the Flybe Training Academy will be shining examples of this principle at work”. 
 
 (For a copy of the full press release with quotes from the key partners please contact Lesley Tel: 01395 571744) 
 
ACTIVE STUDIES PROGRESS 
 
 
STUDIES 
 
Strategic Sub Regional Development Options and 
Transport Assessments (Phase 3) 
 
Exeter and East Devon Infrastructure Study 
(Social and Community) 
 
Utilities Capacity Study 
 
Monkerton Area Masterplan 
 
 
Green Infrastructure Study 
 
 
 
Exeter Bus Station /Sidwell Street Masterplan 
and City Centre Transport Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newcourt Area Masterplan 
 
 
 
Southwest Exeter Masterplan 
 
 
Water Cycle Study 
 

 
PROGRESS/UPDATE 
 
Exeter and East Devon Growth Point have received the full final 
draft. The report is awaiting sign off. 
 
Stage Two complete, Stage Three commenced, final report 
expected mid January 2010.  
 
Draft report expected 16th December 
 
The Monkerton/Hill Barton Masterplan is close to completion - 
and due to go to committee in January. 
 
Phase Two work completed, final report expected to be 
presented to the Steering Board on 17th December 2009. 
 
 
The City Centre has completed or commissioned the following 
studies: 

1) Height and Massing Study 
2) Retail Study 
3) Archaeologist  Assessment 
4) Parking Study 
5) Transportation Study 

 
Once completed a Masterplan will be prepared for the site. 
Work has been completed and J Rigby has presented a paper to 
the officers meeting summarising the output. 
 
LDA Design has now been appointed as consultants.  Visioning 
and objectives meeting held, issues and options underway.  
 
Halcrow have submitted the draft study which is currently being 
reviewed. 
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LEARN MORE ABOUT...... JOINT SERVICES 
 
This week Exeter City Council and East Devon District Council have agreed to the appointment of Karime Hassan as 
the joint Director of Economy and Planning for both Councils from April 
2010.   
 
This news follows Exeter City’s recent announcement that their current 
Director of Economy and Development, John Rigby will retire next year. 
 
As a leader in the Growth Point and having been a driver of strategic 
development for many years, Karime will manage the City’s strategic 
planning economic development and property function in addition to his 
current East Devon responsibilities.  
 
Karime will continue to play a vital role in the progress of the Growth Point, an initiative which is in fact built on the 
principle of partnership working.   
 
As a growth point we are not new to the concept of sharing resources, this is evident in our ability to produce joint 
work such as the GI Study, the Utilities Capacity Study and by the level of funding that the growth point has attracted. 
 
This news will undoubtedly have benefits for the continued joint working of the Growth Point. Together we face an 
exciting year ahead!      

 
 

IN THE PRESS – stories which might be of interest to you 

Telegraph Feature 
 
The Telegraph has been running a series of articles about 
the future of energy provision, sponsored by the provider 

Eon.  Here are the opening paragraphs of the first six weeks articles if you would like to see a full copy of the 
articles call Lesley 019350571744 or visit 
 www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/lifestyle/talkingenergy 

Week 1: the energy ‘trilemma’ 

Andrew Charlesworth finds out how British power suppliers, households and industries plan to tackle the energy 
challenge of balancing reliability, affordability and low carbon.  

Week 2: wind power 

As a cleaner alternative energy source, wind power has a key part to play in our energy future, says Andrew 
Charlesworth.  
 

Week 3: renewable energy 

The challenge of sourcing energy from the sun, seas and biofuels is at the top of the renewables agenda.  

Week 4: Talking Energy: energy efficiency 

Improved energy efficiency will make a massive contribution to addressing power generation concerns.  
 

Week 5: Talking Energy: carbon capture and storage 

Carbon capture and storage (CCS) - also known as 'clean coal' - could soon allow for a new generation of coal-fired 
power stations.  
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Week 6: Talking Energy: gas power 

As North Sea gas supplies dwindle, the UK must face up to the consequences of buying from abroad.   

 
 

 
 

 

For more information about Exeter and East Devon Growth Point 

Contact Lesley Crocker Communications Officer 

Tel) 01395 571744 M) 07545419360 lcrocker@eastdevon.gov.uk www.exeterandeastdevon.gov.uk 

 

mailto:lcrocker@eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.exeterandeastdevon.gov.uk/

